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Abstract

Development and Evaluation of Gerontological Nursing Program in
Integrated Curriculum of Undergraduate Nursing Education

Tomoko Kamei, R.N., Ph.D.", Wakako Kushiro, R.N."

We developed and evaluated of our undergraduate program of gerontological nursing in the integrated
curriculum of undergraduate nursing education. The review process was described: identification of goal in each
subject, review of undergraduate nursing educational programs, and a significance of gerontological nursing
program in the integrated curriculum in the fiscal year of 1999. Based on these results, we evaluated additional
and newly started programs in the fiscal year of 2000. The following findings were obtained:

1. Through the review process of the subject goals in gerontological nursing, the contents were not sufficient
according to the framework of the integrated curriculum at St. Luke's College of Nursing. A scope of nursing
for the elderly can be covered as much as possible by describing educational contents on the vertical line
(interaction between human being and environment) and the horizontal line (living place for the elderly).

2. Tt is necessary to ascertain what programs in gerontological nursing should be taught by the first semester
of the junior in compulsory subjects and by the first semester of the senior in comprehensive practice.

3. Our future challenges, which are revealed through the formative evaluation of gerontological nursing
subjects, are to reduce a time gap between change of the health and welfare system for the elderly and education,
to give students an opportunity of early exposure to the elderly, necessity of a network expansion with practice
institutions for better understanding of nursing in the elderly living environment, and necessity of closer

collaboration with community nursing in education.
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