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Professmnal Organizations and Academic Conferences in

Psychlatrlc and Mental Health Nursmg
An International Perspective

Yumiko HAYAMA, R.N., D.N.Sc.”, Eriko MIZUNO, R.N, Ph.D.",
Yoshie OKADA, R.N, M.A.", Keiko SHIMOEDA, R.N., M.N."

(Abstract)

'This paper describes ways in which psychiatric and mental health nurses have organ-
ized professional organizations and presented academic conferences; the paper is based
on our own experiences and internet search. .

There are four organizations in the United States; American Psychiatric Nurses Asso-

ciation (APNA), Society for‘Education and Research in Psychiatric-Mental Health Nurs-

ing (SERPN), International Society of Psychiatric Consultation. Liason Nursing

(ISPCLN) and Association of Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Nurses (ACAPN).
SERPN, ISPCLN and ACAPN united to establish the International Society of Psychiat-
ric-Mental Health Nurses (ISPN) in 1999. The purpose of their alliance was to increase
the political power of nurses in the mental health field; However APNA still has not yet
joined the alliance due to some organizational reason. '

The Royal College of Nursing in the United Kingdom has been organizing two academic

'conferences" International Conference of the Network for Psychiatric Nursing Research

(NPNR) and European Mental Health Nursing Conference, both of which have had their
seventh annual meetings.
Psychlatnc mental health nursing is a minor field, with smaller numbers of clinicians

and researchers compared to other nursing fields. Thus, nurses in many other developed -

countries do not organize academic societies or even professional groups in this field. In

Japan, we have the Japanese Psychiatric Nursing Association which has 30 to 40 thou-

" sand members and also the Japan Academy of Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing.

Only in Japan and the United States are there both professional and academic organiza-
tions. In Japan, it is mission of both organizations to foster international networking
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among psychiatric mental health nurses since our consumer group is still suffering from

stigma and unequal status everywhere in the world.

academic conferences in abroad
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