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(Abstract)

This study focused on students from health, medical, and social work programs who aim to be pro-
fessionals in the future. A Gerontological joint education program for promoting an interdisciplinary
team approach (ITA) for elderly care was developed for these students. This research focuses on the
outcomes of this joint education program.

Program evaluation included four phases: at pre-program, immediately after the program, at 3
months, and at 6 months. Three domains were assessed: recognition of the value of ITA, the effect of
ITA, and one's contribution and skill for ITA. The results were as follows.

These 16 program participants' specialties were: eight in social work, six in science of nursing, one
in psychology, and one other student in a related field. The evaluation response rate was: 100% before
participation, 93.8% immediately after participation, 56.3% after three months, and 37.5% after six
months. The items of significant difference between social work and the science of nursing students
before participation were: “It is harder to understand the term of each specialty”, and “It is harder
to understand the viewpoint of each specialty”. Science of nursing students' response was highly
significant (p<0.05). However, in the follow up evaluation after program, that difference according
to specialty is no longer significant. Moreover, program effectiveness was established. Students
recognition of the value and the effect of ITA for the elderly and one's own contribution and skill for
ITA before the program started and then compared to their responses at six months was statistically
significant (p<0.05) for these items; “It is harder to understand the viewpoint of each specialty”,

“Team conference thinks a process as important” “Interdisciplinary team approach is efficient for

elderly care”, “Challenge program offer (team building exercise) made us more effective in making
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a team”. In addition several tests of significance indicated that students responses changed signifi-
cantly from before the program to during and after the program. The mid-term (after 6 months)
effect of this program was examined. It became clear that the participants from different specialties
were continuing to be engaged in information exchanges after the program ended. From now on, we
are recruiting new participant. Interest is high and our participant data-base for the next program is
growing. We will evaluate participants according to their specialty, and will think that it is necessary

to examine the effect of this program from several perspectives such as specialty.

Interdisciplinary Team Education,
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