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The Effect of Task Conditions on English Reading and
Incidental VVocabulary Learning
Yukie HORIBA, Ph.D.” Keiko FUKAYA, M.A."7
[Abstract]

This paper reveals the cognitive mechanism of L2 (second language) learners' reading process and
incidental vocabulary learning under three different task conditions[] 1) asked to recall in L1 (native
language) before reading and produced in L1 (the JJ condition)d 2) asked to recall in L2 and pro-
duced in L2 (the EE condition)O and 3) asked to recall in L1 but after reading, asked to recall in L2
(the JE condition). Fifty-six Japanese undergraduate and graduate students read a passage, wrote
their recall, and then took a test on hitherto unfamiliar vocabularies included in the passage. It was
found that recall was significantly better in the JJ condition than in the EE condition, and that a sig-
nificant amount of the variance in recall was accounted for by vocabulary size measured with the Vo-
cabulary Levels Test. As for incidental vocabulary learning, its variance was also accounted for by
vocabulary size, though the main effect of task was not significant.
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