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[Abstract]

In April 2005, St. Luke's College of Nursing (SLCN) expanded its graduate program by adding a Women’s
health and Midwifery program. This program encourages, and nurtures capable and talented practitioners who will
contribute to improving the health of mothers and children.

In the second grade, an optional supporting course, is offered, International Collaboration Theory Seminar. In
2006 the seminar was held at our sister school, Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU) School of Nursing
in Portland. Six midwifery students and two Thai midwifery faculty participated. The purpose of this unit was two-
fold: (1) Visit overseas countries to provide health education and preventative education relating to maternity care
and maternal-child health. Through cooperation with specialistsin different cultures, we gain the ability to contrib-
ute to and learn from each other and (2) To gain new knowledge about effective strategies in order to protect the
health of pregnant women, women giving birth, women in the postnatal period and their newborn children, and
their families.

In 2007, nine midwifery students visited several Portland based institutions: OHSU, National College of Natural
Medicine, Birthing Center and Legacy Emanuel Hospital & Health Center. At this time, we reported our fruitful

visits and examined our recent midwifery activities and core competencies.
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