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Tracking the HAS (Healthcare Association of Students) Speech Contest
for Nursing Students : The True Meaning of Its “Creation”

Yuriko TAKABATAKE, RN"  Sayaka SERIZAWA?

(Abstract]

Despite being held in Tokyo annually for 13 years from 1993 to 2005, the HAS (Healthcare
Association of Students) speech contest for nursing students was discontinued in 2006 because of a
lack of participation. Including the final year in 2006, contest management committees performed
their duties with originality and independently from each other over the years. The administrative
process is described from the standpoints of the first committee representatives and the final
management committee members. The number of committee members gradually decreased until
there were only a few students involved in managing the 2006 contest. Since there also was only one
student applicant that year, a decision was made to cancel the 2006 speech contest. It wasn’t the
establishment of the contest, but rather its continuing administration by student committee

members that gave the speech contest its true meaning,
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