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Intimate Partner Violence Screening and Intervention

Practices of Health Care Providers in Japan
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(Abstract)

Objective: Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a global issue and is often associated with acute and chronic
health problems of women and children. We developed an evidence-based guideline to indicate how to screen
and assist victims of IPV in Japan. We disseminate the pocket size booklet containing the contents and
information about how to use the guideline. The objectives of the current study were to examine the
implementation rate of screening and support for victims of IPV in hospitals and clinics and to evaluate the
utility of the booklet in the clinical settings.

Method: We mailed 457 questonnaites to nurse managers ot physicians of ob-gyn clinics and midwives of
primary cate clinics in the Kanto area of Japan. The survey consisted of questions about the implementation
of the guideline protocol, battiers of IPV universal screening and intervention, and the utlity of the booklet.
The Ethics Committee of St.Luke's College of Nursing approved the protocol. Anonymity was maintained.
Results: A total of 74 (16.2%) health care providers completed the survey, Twenty-eight (37%) respondents
reported they introduced community resources to support women in the health care facility, and 17 (30%)
tespondents reported making the mandatory report to the police. Few respondents answered they provided
training sessions to the staff and implemented assessment for women's safety and universal screening. The
majority of respondents expressed difficulties in providing interventions for DV victims and DV screening
and referral with privacy. A total of 68% of respondents answered "yes" to the use the booklet in their
practice.

Conclusion: Given the low response rate we are cautious with our conclusions, none the less it appears that
despite the law for the prevention of spousal violence in 2001, there was no significant change in the existence
of IPV screening and intervention in these health care facilities in Japan. Disseminating the guideline should

be a priority, with most emphasis directed toward developing action plans to start support for victims.
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