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How Did the Foreign Nurse Candidates Do in
Japan’s National Nursing Examination? : Efforts of Sannocho Hospital
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Ria AGUSTINA, RND  Keiko FUKAYA, MA?

(Abstract)

This article describes the efforts of the staff at Sannocho Hospital to help their two Indonesian
nurses dispatched through EPA(Economic Partnership Agreement) study for and pass the national
nursing examination. A content-based language learning style, using national nursing examinations to
learn both Japanese language and nursing knowledge simultaneously - combined with close communication
with and support from hospital staff - may have been the key to their success. Although the nurses at
Sannocho Hospital were successful, neatly 99% of foreign nurse candidates failed the recent national
nursing examination. These dire results not only pose a financial burden for the hospitals which accept
the candidates, but also represent a failure to achieve the goals of both the foreign nurses who
participate in this program and the Japanese government which has implemented this program in order
to increase the number of nurses in Japan. In order to reduce the burden on hospitals receiving foreign
nurse candidates, achieve the goal of increasing the number of nurses in Japan, and motivate the
candidates themselves, the issue of whether to extend the three-year ttial period as well as a revision

of the examination questions needs to be addressed at the national level
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