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Development of a Graduate Program in Genetic Nursing Course

Naoko ARIMORI, CN.M,C.G.C, DNSc! ? Michiko YAMANAKA, MD, PhD?
Mikiko YOSHINO, CN, CGC, MS?

(Abstract)

Genetic Nursing Course was started in the St. Luke's College of Nursing (SLCN) Graduate School of
Nursing Specialty (Master degree course) from April 2011. In this paper, we will introduce the background of
opening this course based on the domestic and overseas trends of genetic nurses, as well as the contents of
this curriculum. Two courses were opened in the Nursing Specialty, one Academic Researchers Course, and
the other Advanced Practitioners Course. One graduate student was admitted to the genetic nursing course
of Nursing Specialty. At the same time, a curriculum of Clinical Genetics was added to the Foundation in
Nursing Science so that any graduate student can take. Fourteen students took the Subject in the first year.
Furthermore, in order to motivate those undergraduate students who attended the genetic nursing seminar
or who took the Genetic Nursing (optional for undergraduates), to advance to the graduate school and take
the Genetic Nursing course, opportunities of communications between undergraduates and graduates were
intentionally conducted.

In long term, our task is, in cooperation with related scientific societies, to certify those students who

finished this course and want to take the examination for Certified Genetic Counselor.
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