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(Abstract)

Since April 2011, a month after the March 11 Great East Japan Earthquake, the Research Center for the
Development of Nursing Practice at St. Luke's College of Nursing (SLCN) in Tokyo has been involved in the
“Hopes and Connections Project” to support disaster victims in Fukushima Prefecture.

The “Hopes and Connections Project” was launched by the nonprofit organization Japan Clinical Research
Support Unit, with the cooperation of SLCN.

Areas in which the project is active are Iwaki, Soma and Koriyama cities in Fukushima Prefecture. One or
two nurses associated with SLCN have been sent to each city on a continual basis. A total of 363 nurses had
been sent to these cities as of August 31, 2011.

The nurses working in Iwaki are providing nursing care in evacuation centers and visiting homes in
disaster-stricken areas to assess the needs of residents and engage in supportive activities. In Soma, nurses
are providing assistance to the activities of a mental health care team and helping to work toward the
systematization of community mental health in the area. In Koriyama, nurse volunteers are visiting the
temporary housing facilities of evacuees from the town of Tomioka, which is located within the 20-kilometer
radius of the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant. Consequently every household in Tomioka was ordered
to evacuate due to the threat of exposure to radiation. The present report covers project activities from April
1 to August 31.(235)
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