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Genetic Nursing in the U.K.

Hiroko SUSAKA, RNV ?  Naoko ARIMORI, CNM, CGC, DNSc¥ ¥

(Abstract)

A Genetic Nursing Course was established in St.Luke's College of Nursing Graduate School in April 2011.
Currently enrolled are two graduate students studying in the genetic nursing specialty.

In the UK, a certified nurse specialist in genetic nursing is considered to be qualified as equivalent to
a genetic counselor, and can work as Genetic Nurse Counselor (GNC) . As a part of the genetic nursing
practice, we recently visited the UK., and had an opportunity to talk with several GNCs. We visited Plymouth
University, which educates genetic nurse, the Prion Clinic at the UCL Institute of Neurology in London and
several other institutes. GNCs attend to the psychosocial effects which “heredity” brings about, and are
offering support over the long period of time to those patients having certain genetic conditions and their
families. Furthermore, one of the GNCs we visited specializes in a rare hereditary disease, and is conducting
some surveillances and cohort studies of this disease.

From these learning, we gained more awareness the role of the genetic certified nurse specialists in our

country, Japan.
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